As | write this newsletter, we are only
five months and counting from our 2008
Fly In a Poplar Grove (C77). This is
going to be a redly fun time at this
exceptional airpark that is home to many
exotic aircraft and interesting people.
The Fy In dates of 24-27 July was
chosen so that those who choose could
fly to Oshkosh for the AirVenture
Convention beginning on the 28th.
Details of our fly in are in the following
pages of this newsletter. Make your
hotel reservations today at the Rockford
Hampton Inn.

Our host for this year’s fly in is Captain
Chuck Downey. At 83, Chuck leads a
very active life style and flies his OTW
regularly. He is a living naval history
book on WW Il aviation in the Pecific.
Chuck had avery close call at the end of
last year when he went in for a “routine”
angiogram. During this procedure an
artery ruptured and caused some very
serious, life-threatening, complications.
Through prayers and care of friends and
family, Chuck is on the mend and is
about at 91%. We dl look forward to
being with Chuck this summer.

Our new web siteis up and running. It is
awork in progress and evolving. Thisis
the site to post anything of historical
interest regarding the Meyers Aircraft
Company and its planes. That said, |
need those items that you possess in the
way of articles, pictures, brochures, etc.
Our webmaster, Don Kohl, is the only
one who can post items on the site.
Several of you have suggested a chat
forum. Unfortunately we are too small
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and that would be quite expensive to
offer. | do solicit your suggestions on the
content of the web site. As | said, it is
evolving.

| need your email addresses!!!!! As of
now | have email addresses from only
25% of the members. We are going
paperless! Please assist me in sending
me  your  emall address  at:
desh@comcast.net. Hard copy
newsletters will not be provided except
to those who have notified me of no
internet capability. Newsletters will be
posted on the web site and you'll be
notified of the posting viaemail.

Funding for the organization will
continue from donations, as we have
agreed to no formal dues. Our ongoing
costs are primarily for the web site now.
Our webmaster works on an hourly
basis. Thanks to those who have sent
money. Donations are appreciated and
will go to the maintenance of our site
and the yearly fly in. Dr. Richard
Morgan has been the treasurer for many
years. Thanks to Richard for his service
to the group. Bob Matlock of Louisville,
KY, has agreed to take over those duties
of treasurer for our organization.

You'll enjoy the story and saga from
Dan Betzoldt about his inadvertent gear
retraction on the ground in his Meyers
145. As he tells the story | am reminded
that nothing in aviation is easy. We're
glad Dan is back in the air. Marv Rogge
just recently got field approval for his
Cont 10-550 installation after months of
frustration. But while flying with his



grandson locally around Las Vegas,
Marv experienced severe turbulence
which resulted in his baggage door
coming off in flight. Fortunately it did
not strike the airplane. Marv attempted
to find the door on the desert floor but
had no luck. Dick Russdll is converting
his OTW from a Kinner engine to a Cont
220. There is precedence for this. | can’'t
wait to see this. It’ll go straight up but
only 5 mph faster! Mike Barg has
returned from Irag for the third time
flying the MH-53 helo. He's back at
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Hurlburt Field in Forida awaiting
another  assignment  because his
helicopter is being retired.

| look forward to seeing you at Poplar
Grove in July. The Wings and Wheels
Museum there will be our base of
operations for our fly in. Thereislotsto
do and it is really cool to just hang out
under the outdoor pavilion and watch the
“ar shows’. Come join us and then fly
onto Oshkosh for the AirVenture
Convention.

Meyers Fly-In 2008 Poplar Grove, |1l C77

The hotel for the 2008 fly-In is the
Hampton Inn of Rockford, just 10
minutes from the

airport. This hotel will be remodeled
before our arrival. We have reserved 50
rooms under the Meyers Aircraft Assn
for arate of $89.00 that includes a hot or
cold breakfast. Call 815-229-0404 to
reserve your room. If you need smoking,
be sure top request it then. Do not call
the Hampton reservation number.

Car Rentals can be reserved through
Enterprise, 815-544-0999 or Hertz, 815-
544-2054.

There are numerous restaurants around
the hotel. For the non-flyers there is
nearby shopping, a Japanese garden, a
train museum, and a golf course on the
SE side of the airport.

2008 Tentative Meyers Fly in Agenda

All aircraft for the Fly In will park on the north side of the field at the Wings and Wheels
Museum. Owners need to bring their own tie downs. Hangars are available for inclement

weather.
Thursday-July 24th
Breakfast-hotel

Activities: Airmotive tour, Japanese gardens, train museum, shopping

Fly out lunch to Watertown, WI

Dinner-Cookout at Museum Pavilion. Power point presentation on Capt Chuck Downey’s

career.



Friday-July 25th

Breakfast-hotel

Activities-Johnson Wax tour, Racine, WI. Fly out. Driveif wx is bad
Dinner-fly out to Morris, Ill or local dining out

Saturday-July 26th

Breakfast— hotel or fly out
Activities-flour bomb
Lunch-cookout at Capt Chuck’s
Maint meetings at Chucks
Dinner-Banquet at Museum

Sunday-July 27th

Departures

Oshkosh just 100 miles up the road

The banquet will be catered by Huddl€' s Restaurant and Catering. The museum uses
them and

they are highly recommended.

As always, bring itemsto sell for the silent auction to raise funds for the association.
We will have calendars, wine, and cups for sale.

New Members

Larry Krengel, Marengo, Ill. Flies his father-n-law’s Meyers 145, N34364
Donad Riggs, Asbury, NJ. Owns Meyers 200D, N2976T with Wayne Feuerherm
Larry Nash, SantaMargarita, CA (love that name), Meyers 200D, N2904T
Robert Figge, Colorado Springs, CO. Meyers 200, N498C
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Won't Happen to Me----It Did
by Dan Betzoldt

August 5th 2006 Linda and | flew up to
Milaka MN to visit Joel Burgman who
purchased a 145 that had been ground
looped caused by a gear leg breaking.
After checking out the project, we
enjoyed a cook out at the airport and the
fly-in Sunday morning.

The Sunday afternoon departure to the
south was blocked by IMC all the way to
Chicago. My dternate route across
northern Michigan was programmed into
the GPS with plans to cross the lake at
Escanaba. As luck would have it, IMC
their too (not reported) .so off we go
over the top through the U.P. with plans
to overnight in ST Ignas if needed. The
good part was the tailwind we had while
cruising along the south shore of upper
Michigan. The bad pat --we were
catching up with the backside of the
IMC. About haf way between
Manistiqgue and St Ignas, we hit IFR
conditions, so back to Manistique where
we could fuel up and wait it out.

Now we had 25-kt quartering SW
headwind with turbulence, which slowed
us down to less than 100k. After fighting
the sunbathing seagulls for space on the
runway, | taxied up to the gas pump, ya--
the one with the note “Sorry, fuel pump
out of order”. Now | have had about
“enough. With less than two hours of
daylight left, | was ready to walk to the
motel across the street and spend the
night. Instead | caled the absent airport
manager and he confirmed there was no
way to get fuel. He suggested | fly up to

Newberry about 60 miles north, which
was VFR, and they had fuel. This is
where the day went to CRAP real quick.
As | was getting seated and starting my
pre start checklist, |1 pulled the seatbelt
off the floor and it must have caught on
the gear selector pulling it up which |
didn’t notice. After engine start, | aways
pump down pressure on the gear, in this
case, UP pres. (I know--always check
before taking action). As | was moving
forward, | had to make a 180 to the right
and make my way back to the active.
That’s when it happened—the left wing
went down and the prop came to a
sudden stop. | looked at Linda in
disbelief and said “l don't remember
seeing a %)(&##" hole in the ramp
*MH)@& “. As | was taking the seat
belt of that is when | noticed the gear
selector in the up position. More-
%@&)("%$@. Now | had to call the
airport manager to tell him he had a
disabled aircraft on the ramp and he had
to help me moveit .1 think he was eating
dinner, he did not sound too happy about
coming out, but he did.

With the help of a 1978 Pontiac tire jack,
some timber and a plastic barrel, Linda,
Jeff and | managed to get the 145 back
on the gear.

Looking over the damage we could see
two kinks in the top of the leading edge
skin at the spar and some wrinkles in
two bays. | cut two inspection holes in
the bottom skin and could not see any
damage to the spar. The prop tips were



curled forward about four inches in.
Later looking at the ramp, we found four
1 and 1/2 inch deep cut’s about 6 inches
apart. Thisis where | decided to pull the
prop, get it overhauled and have a Al
inspect the flange, wing and put the prop
on and do the ferry permit thing. With
the help of Jeff finding a 3/4-in. wrench
for the prop nut’s | very slowly started to
remove the nuts. About that time a
Grumman Gulf stream landed and taxied
by the Meyers. The pilot was waving at
Linda like an old friend we haven't seen
in a while. As some passengers were
boarding the big”G”, the pilot came over
to see what happened. Then we
recognized him--Joel Peterman who we
just met the day before at Milaka, a
friend of the fellow we went to see. He
asked Linda if he could help in any way
of course Linda said “you could give us
aride home. | would like to but | have to
take the company resort people back to
Minneapolis.

With the prop off and us checked in to
the motel across the street, | gave
Brother Fred a call and told him about
the bad day in the UP. He offered to fly
up in the morning if the weather cleared
by then. Monday morning was spent
caling the FAA and the insurance
company to report the incident (no one
hurt etc.) Fred arrived about noon and
we loaded the prop into the Pacer. With
it about 8 inches shorter it just fit under
the seat and into the baggage
compartment. Luckily we got the
Meyers in the hangar for what we
thought was to be a 2-3 week stay.

Back home again, Fred took the prop up
to Pontiac and they said seven days turn
around, which they did. During the week
| had lined up the Al for Labor Day
weekend. Best part, he was flying up to

his cottage in the UP and would be at the
airport all weekend. “Just give me a call
when your ready, he said. Ok that’s set,
how lucky can you get? Grand Rapid
FSDO said they knew him and they
would send the ferry permits ASAP and
he could sign it after the inspection. Can
you believe that? This is getting too
good. Tuesday, the insurance adjuster
called and said he on his way to look at
the damage. Will cal back Friday. He
did and he was upset that | took the prop
off and | explained why. He thought it
was nhot a good ideato fly it home, but |
said | would let the inspector make that
call.

Early the next week the FAA called to
tell me there was an accident inspector
on his way farther north to look at
another accident and he would stop and
look at the Meyers. The FAA called later
in the week (now thisis where the pot of
luck is spilled) and said they can’t issue
ferry permit because there was awrinkle
in the skin where the wing join’s the
fuselage. | tried to explain to him they
were there before be fore the INCIDENT
and not connected to the wing. And then
he told me the left wing was higher than
the right “What method did you use to
level the aircraft”? A tape measure and
eyeball was the reply. Pot is now empty.
Next he said there will be an
investigation because my intent was to
fly and that make's it an accident. You
will receive forms in the mail. So now it
look’s like Labor Day plans will be
scraped. What | did not want was to
have the 145 setting there al winter with
no work being done on it. A call was
made to a shop at Mackinac county
airport for an estimate for repair. “Not
possible to repair until October or
November because of their workload
“was the answer but they will do est.



ASAP. Two weeks later | received
estimate.

The FAA had told me not to move
aircraft until they were done with
investigation. Why? | don’t know. | sent
al the form's in and called two weeks
later to check on the progress because |
wanted to move aircraft to the shop.
Now they tell me | could have moved it
any time | wanted. Go figure. Three
weeks later a call from the Insurance Co.
said estimate was approved but they
would not pay for replacement of the
crankshaft if it were not damaged.
Because of the AD on the crank, it was
to be replaced if case was ever opened
for any reason. | wouldn't go for that.
After explaining to them the crank was
good to next OH and only had 300hr’'s
SMOH. Now that mean’s the crank is
good for many hours if it was not bent.
“1 will get back to you soon” she said.
Two weeks later the check came for the
full amount. | was sweating that one. In
the meantime the shop had a full winter
schedule and could not get on it until
spring. Thisis when we decided to bring
it home. But because of the salt on the
road’'s, we thought it would be better to
remove engine and wing instead and do
the work at home. Because of work and
other circumstances, that did not happen
until early February. Fred and | made a
trip to the UP with a trailer loaded with
everything we thought we would need.
We were fortunate that the temperatures
were above 20" and there was no wind
and blowing snow. By Sunday morning
we had the trailer loaded, tired and ready
to head south. Monday night | took the
eng to Klines for mandated teardown.
He had just left for a six-week vacation
out west. Oh great | thought. Tuesday
the wing was taken to Meyers for Keith.
He said he would get on it ASAP, but he

had a shop full of scheduled annual’s to
perform. When | told him about Kline's
time frame he said no problem. As it
turned out, both were done about the
same time. In the meantime | was
waiting for some ordered parts to arrive
which did not happen until May. Picking
aweek where Fred and | both could get
away was the next problem. Second
week in June was it. Off we go Friday
morning loaded down with tools,
equipment, wing, engine and prop, with
a stop at Otsego Lake to check out the
Seaplane Splash In. With some help
from the local guys, we managed to get
everything on and running by Saturday
afternoon, but not very well. | forgot to
mark two hose'sto the fuel injection unit
and wouldn’t you know it, they were the
same length and would fit both ways.
Now the prop has to come back off to
get the nose bowl off for access to the
hose ends. By this time, the group of
guy’s that was hanging around to see it
run had left. Late afternoon we were
ready to try it again. Dog --s tired, |
climbed back in and fired it up. Much
better than the first time where | could
not get over 1000 rpm. So much better,
when | run up to 1700 to check the
mags, | heard aloud bang and | saw Fred
jump back from the airplane. With my
hand still on the mag. switch, | just
killed it there instead of pulling the
mixture back. Now what, | yelled.

More*&)(%#+ What happened was |
had the spinner backing plate on but no
spinner. The centrifugal force made the
spinner supports separate from the
backing plate. That is al | need was to
have metal go through and damage the
prop. When | jumped out, Fred said luck
was with us again. The supports went
forward and hit the ground about eight
feet away. Pretty well bent out of shape,



but no prop damage. | told Fred “, | am
putting ship back in hanger and going
back to motel and having a beer, you
coming”? Sunday morning back to
hanger for a cleanup and out by noon.
Next task, line up the Al to inspect and
licence the 145 for flight home. The next
weekend Fred and | had plans to fly to
Dulles International DC for an event at
the Smithsonian museum which turned
out nice. The only Al | could get for the
next weekend and go to the Up was the
one Fred’s soaring club uses. Back on
the road Friday night to meet John the
Al a the hangar in the morning.
Saturday and part of Sunday it was ready
to fly after | finished some minor items
on the list. Weather was not suitable for
a test flight, which was put off until the
next weekend. Fred was in Kansas for
the Short Wing Piper convention, so
Linda agreed to drive me up Sat.
morning. Back at the airport, another
close inspection | was ready to fly,
nervous but excited. About time for take
off, there was a thick brown haze
coming in from the north. Now what |
thought. A call to FSS -satellite showed
a marsh fire about 20 mi north and was
about 4 mi wide. No problem.

Back in the airplane, | was ready to push
the throttle. After | was airborne and
made a few circles around the field |

Some usless info:

gave Lindathe al’s ok sign and she left
to explore the area. | put about 2 hr’ on
the tach. Man did that feel good. The
first thing | noticed was the increase in
take off power due to the longer prop
blade's (they were shortened as a result
of a previous accident --not mine). The
second thing that | noticed at cruise
speed, | did not have to hold left aileron
input to correct for a right wing heavy
condition. | thank Keith and Joan Diver
for that. The wing was built (or rebuilt)
by someone else back in 1990 and Keith
found a few thing's that didn't quite
meet his and MEYERS standard’'s of
quality or workmanship. Back on the
ground with out any leaks or problems.
Stress gone. After a good night’s rest, |
was ready to finish the trip from
Minnesota eleven months late. The flight
home was beautiful, CAVU and light
winds on the tail.

Life is good. Big thank you to Keith and
Joan for their expertise, Linda for her
patience, Fred for the hours of help and
transportation and the local guy’s in the
UP for their help and the FAA--------
never mind. So far my pot of luck has
been full and this winter | will be
working on alatch of some sort that will
replace the temporary bungee cord to
hold the selector down. Can't take any
chances.

Crossed the Big Mac bridge eleven time's .Ate at the Big Boy too many times .

Met some nice people at 1SQ .
Had some tasty whitefish dinners.
Wedding in Milaka Saturday night.

No rooms available--stayed in Joel’ s brother’ s hangar condo. Real nice.
Up date: 145 was sold to to afriend of Joel. Should be flying by spring 2008. | hope .

We need another 145 in the air.

If you find yourself in the Minneapolis area around first weekend in August,try to attend

the fly-in at Milaka (18Y) .
A very neat grass strip.
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